CHAPTEE IV
THE PARLIAMENT'S COMMISSION

WHILE Monk lay thus honour-bound in the Tower the
New Model had done its work. The war was practically
over, and Parliament turned its attention to clearing the
prisons. On April 9th} 1646, a return was ordered of all
soldiers of fortune then prisoners to the Parliament who
were desirous of going abroad, with the intention that
on taking the negative oath they should be permitted to
do so. Under this order Monk must have applied, and
on July 1st he got leave to go beyond the seas.

Besides the oath there was a further condition that he
was to leave the country within a month of. his release,
but his friends seem to have had influence enough to get
the time extended. "With the close of the war Parliament
was able to devote its energies to Ireland, and each party
was scheming to appoint the Lord Lieutenant, in order
to secure for itself the prestige of avenging the Protestant
blood that had been shed. During Monk's imprison-
ment the situation there had changed considerably.
Ormonde still held Dublin and the greater part of
Leinster for the King, but Lord Inchiquin in a fit of
pique had gone over to the Parliament, and from Cork
was administering Munster as president in its name.rtain a foreign war. This
